
By Devlin Smith

RomanticsThe

For these artists, designers and entre-
preneurs, celebrating the romantic 
aesthetic is a key part of life in their 
homes, businesses and more.  

} }
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Arndt
Paula

“ROMANTIC STYLE IS NOT ONLY A DECORATING STYLE 
but also a way of living,” designer Paula Arndt says. “One of my  
favorite quotes is ‘Beauty will save the world’ (Fyodor Dosto-
yevsky). I know it means to live with good intentions and kind 
actions, but I also feel living a romantic life is part of that. It’s a 
way of seeing the beauty the world has to offer, in small things like 
flowers, pretty linen fabrics and patterns.”

Paula expresses this point of view throughout her Seattle home, 
decorated with fresh flowers, silver, fine china, hand-sewn linen 

slipcovers and white linen damask tablecloths. It also extends to 
the wallpaper and fabric patterns she creates through LilyOake, 
which she founded 14 years ago.

“My home is my artist’s canvas,” she says. “It’s where I exper-
iment with patterns, colors and coordinating my lines. I live in a 
small cottage where I am smothering each room in wallpaper in 
various shades of baby blues and white. It’s glorious. Sitting in 
such a beautiful and charming space inspires and reminds me to 
be true to what I love and am drawn toward.”

DESIGNER, LilyOake

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON PAULA, 
visit spoonflower.com/profiles/lilyoake. Aspesi

Michelle

“FOR ME ROMANTIC STYLE HAS TO INCLUDE SOFT-PINK  
peonies and roses and hand-carved vintage décor that looks 
luxurious yet comfortable to sit on,” says The Bella Cottage CEO 
Michelle Aspesi. “Every week I get fresh-cut soft-pink peonies and 
roses for my kitchen table and the coffee table in my office,” she 
says. “I surround myself with beautiful vintage chandeliers drip-
ping with vintage crystals and swags of macaroni beads,  
settees that have hand-carved details, and lots of vintage Floren-
tine accessories.”

This passion for exquisite yet functional vintage pieces led 
Michelle to found The Bella Cottage, an e-commerce business that 

sells French romantic-style furnishings and vintage one-of-a-kind 
pieces. “I was going to grad school for a Ph.D. in psychology and 
decorating my cottage-style house,” she says. “I found that it was 
easy to find little pieces to decorate but hard to find furniture that 
was functional for daily use and had a feeling of being a vintage 
piece, so I started to buy antiques and have them completely 
redone so that they were sturdy for everyday use but still had the 
beauty of an antique piece.”

When it came time to sell the house, prospective buyers were as 
impressed with the furnishings as they were with the home, which 
encouraged Michelle to found her company so others can have 
homes filled with beautiful pieces that inspire them.

FOUNDER AND CEO, The Bella Cottage Inc.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MICHELLE, 
visit thebellacottage.com.

Sitting in such a  
beautiful and charm-
ing space inspires and 
reminds me to be true 
to what I love and am 

drawn toward.
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Don’t wait  
to use the fine 
linens, the good 
dishes and the 

pretty things you 
have collected.

Deimling
chantelle

“I DON’T CONSIDER MYSELF TO BE YOUR TYPICAL 
 mushy romantic type of gal. I even had to look the definition up 
in the dictionary to help spark a thought of what it means to me,” 
says Chantelle Deimling, co-owner of Bungalow 47, distributor and 
marketer of chalk and clay paints. “When I read this part of the 
definition, it totally struck a core, ‘A strong, sometimes short-lived 
attachment, fascination or enthusiasm for something.’ Yup, that’s 
me, because even though my style may not be the cookie-cutter 
romantic style of ribbons and lace (I’m more denim, diamonds and 
ball caps), my style is something I have a strong attachment to.” 

Chantelle’s most-treasured pieces have a special personal touch. 
“I express my style with sentimental pieces that have been created 

by my husband, items that represent happy memories or pieces 
crafted and given to me as gifts; all are found within my home,”  
she says. 

“Recently, I was in the mood to update our bed, so he and I took 
a trip to our local architectural salvage dealer for supplies,” Chan-
telle says. “I had the typical headboard-made-from-an-old-door 
idea in my head, but he found a chippy, peely porch railing and had 
the vision to combine it with barn wood that he had salvaged from 
a local barn to create the perfect rustic/shabby combination for 
our room. I love everything he creates for us, but especially this 
because it was his vision and it turned out way better than my idea 
would have.”

CO-OWNER, Bungalow 47

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON CHANTELLE 

AND JILL, visit bungalow47.com. } Rinner
Jill

“ROMANTIC STYLE MEANS TO ME LIVING AN AUTHENTIC 
life with the things I love most,” Jill Rinner, co-owner of Bungalow 
47, says. “It’s creating a home with beautiful things, special tradi-
tions and daily rituals that bring beauty and love to life.”

Collections are an essential ingredient in Jill’s home, which is 
decorated with pieces inherited from family members and pur-
chased from around the world. “Don’t wait to use the fine linens, 
the good dishes and the pretty things you have collected,” she says. 
“I love to acquire things that are useful: dishes, boxes, baskets, 
quilts and pretty linens. Set your table with pretty dishes every 

day, have heirlooms around to remind you of the love that has 
come before you and place photos in your décor of those people 
you love.”

That ethos extends to Bungalow 47. “There is romance in 
preserving family heirlooms yet using them in a modern way,” Jill 
says. “With our business manufacturing and distributing chalk and 
clay paint, this gives DIYers the chance to confidently and easily 
refurbish vintage items for continued use, and love and use them 
in their modern life. We believe your home is the scrapbook of 
your life, and somehow our paint fits into that.”

CO-OWNER, Bungalow 47

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON CHANTELLE 

AND JILL, visit bungalow47.com. }
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Cornell
april

“FOR ME, IT’S THE DETAILS, THE DELICATE LAYERING, 
the finesse of textiles, the workmanship in a piece of clothing, 
the pleats and pin tucks and shaping, the womanly aspect of a 
garment, the cotton texture of a cloth, the detail of a print, the 
balance of colors that soothe and comfort the curve, the shape, the 
sweeping grace that make no moment commonplace,” says April 
Cornell, founder of the eponymous home décor and clothing line, 
of romantic style.

In her home, April expresses this aesthetic with a gorgeous 
abundance of vintage pieces and elegant linens. Her products 
embrace this passion for classic details. “We create clothing for 
romantic women, and we create table linens and bedding for 

romantic living,” she says. “We use cottons, linens, lace and velvets 
to amplify the sensual experience. We regard every button, every 
bow, every knotted fringe with passionate affection.”

Whether in her home or clothing and décor collections, this 
affection is essential to April in living a romantic life. “Let beauty 
in,” she says. “Treasure what you own and own what you treasure. 
Create vignettes of delicacy and romance within your home. Add a 
gauze shawl, a silver brooch, an embroidered collar and a sweep-
ing hemline to your wardrobe. Mix different textiles together. 
Collect, learn and educate yourself to what you love. Add lace, 
velvet, very soft colors and very rich colors to your home. Mix old 
with new. Love what you own.”

FOUNDER AND DESIGNER, April Cornell

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON APRIL, 
visit aprilcornell.com.} Balthazar

pandora de

“FOR ME, MY ROMANTIC STYLE IS FILLED WITH LOVE. 
It’s elegant, a timeless look that is designed to change with the 
seasons, with my personal whims or mood, and to accommodate a 
gracious lifestyle that is a necessary luxury in my life, one that I am 
worth, one that I have carefully edited and dedicated my lifestyle 
to enjoying and to sharing with those I love,” says Pandora de 
Balthazar, president of the bedding company that bears her name. 

Through her business, Pandora teaches customers sleep. Part 
of that is creating a lush space in which to relax and unwind, as 
she’s done in her own home. “I have gathered things around me 
that are meaningful to see as I slip off into sleep, and embrace 

me as I awaken—a special photo of my mom, words from my son 
and grandchildren. My tiny 18th-century hand-carved altar hangs 
beside my bed, filled with a personal collection of meaningful 
possessions,” she says. “The Gulf of Mexico graces my window, and 
everything I see makes me smile.”

Pandora has created a similarly romantic environment through-
out her home. “Romantic style is what makes one feel joyous inside 
and produces a gracious lifestyle,” Pandora says. “Sometimes mine 
is edited, sometimes contemporary, sometimes refined, often 
elegant, mostly ethereal. Most of all my romantic style is mine, and 
it’s so easy to share.”

PRESIDENT, CREATIVE DIRECTOR AND SLEEP 
SYSTEM DESIGNER, Pandora de Balthazar

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON PANDORA,  
visit pandoradebalthazar.com and  
pandoradebalthazarlifestyle.com.}
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Gehrer
julienne

“ROMANTIC STYLE IS LIVING IN FULL EXPRESSION OF 
your passions, whether they lie in the arts, history, even science,” 
Julienne Gehrer of The Ash Grove press says. “After all, there’s 
nothing more romantic than chemistry.”

As creator of Pride and Prejudice—The Game and author of the 
upcoming book Dining with Jane Austen, Julienne is inspired by 
the 19th-century writer in her work and her home. “Essential to 
my morning routine is time in my Jane Austen alcove,” she says. 

“It’s where I keep my set of the complete works of Jane Austen, 
mementos of Austen-focused travel to England and a couple of 
favorite finds from antique stores. This is my favorite place to hang 
out for a few minutes each morning; whether I’m finishing my 
makeup or donning my shoes, Jane’s right there with me.”

Collecting and using pieces like these bring a special feeling to 
the everyday. “Take a minute to add the small romantic touches 
that make you and your loved ones happy,” Julienne says. 

PRESIDENT, OWNER, The Ash Grove Press Inc.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON JULIENNE, 
visit ashgrovepress.com and diningwithjaneausten.org.} Hayslip

Jennifer 
        blythe

“ROMANTIC STYLE TO ME MEANS SURROUNDING 
yourself in a feminine, elegant style filled with soft muted colors, 
vintage furniture, worn loved china, fresh flowers, lace, doilies, 
old linens, ornate mirrors, touches of frills,” says Jennifer Blythe 
Hayslip, photographer and artist. 

This mix can be found throughout Jennifer’s home, which is 
decorated with a collection of vintage pieces, fresh flowers and 
plenty of froth and frills. Dress forms are outfitted in vintage prom 
dresses, layers of pearls, rhinestone necklaces and corsages. Vin-
tage peignoirs are displayed on satin hangers in the bathroom and 

bedroom. Crystal chandeliers can be found in every room.
Jennifer brings this romantic point of view to her work. Whether 

photographing still lifes or portraits, she brings a softly feminine, 
vintage aesthetic to each piece. Her mixed-media artwork is 
created in pastel tones with a variety of repurposed vintage pieces. 
“My business reflects my romantic style and the type of work I do,” 
she says. “It’s very feminine, dreamy, light, filled with pretty fabrics, 
flowers, vintage rhinestone jewelry and romantic-style vignettes.”

Surrounding herself with these touches brings a sense of  
romance to everyday life.

ARTIST, PHOTOGRAPHER, STYLIST,  
EVENT PLANNER

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON JENNIFER, visit  
jenniferhayslip.com and pinkelliephotography.com.}

Take a minute to add the small 
romantic touches that make you 

and your loved ones happy.
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Parsons
Marian

“WHEN I THINK OF ROMANTIC STYLE, I THINK OF LIGHT-
filled, airy spaces, with soft curves, personal touches, timeworn 
quilts, nubby linens, perfectly distressed paint and a few flirty 
details,” Marian Parsons, the designer behind the Miss Mustard 
Seed milk paint line, says. “It’s comfortable yet classic. The style 
isn’t romantic because it’s filled with pink roses and candlelight; 
it’s romantic because the look has been lovingly curated over  
the years.”

Marian’s curated farmhouse-style home features refinished, 
repurposed and upcycled finds from a variety of sources, including 
Craigslist and yard sales. Beautiful details are what attracts her to 

these pieces. “I tend to select pieces of furniture that have what 
I would consider romantic details, like turned legs, bow-front 
drawers, curved edges, etc.,” she says. “As my business is evolving 
into more design work, I’ve used more of those details that I love 
about one-of-a-kind pieces [as I work] on new designs, sketches 
and paintings.”

Her furnishings are complemented by a mix of antique and 
vintage accessories, quilts and natural touches. “In my home, I try 
to create ‘moments,’” Marian says. “Those ‘moments’ might be the 
way a quilt is tossed over a chair or some fresh apples fill a footed 
ironstone bowl on the counter. They are little touches that other 
people might not notice, but they make me smile.”

PRESIDENT, Mustard Seed Interiors LLC

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MARIAN, visit 
missmustardseed.com. }

 I think anything found in  
nature can lend a touch of  
romantic style to a space.

Layson
Jarret & 
       jenna

“ROMANTIC STYLE IS COMFORTABLE AND INVITING  
while still being elegant and somewhat whimsical,” says Jenna 
Layson, co-owner of the farmhouse furniture company Simply 
Southern Home Décor. “But, for us, it also means using our home 
as a reflection of the life we have built together.”

Four years ago, Jenna and Jarret, her husband and business 
partner, moved into a new home and began building and refinish-
ing furniture for it. Soon, they launched their furniture business, 
and their home is now filled with a mix of pieces they’ve created 
and items they’ve collected in their travels.

Creating a home that represents who they are has been a pro-
cess for the couple. “When Jarret and I were decorating our first 
home, I wanted it to look like it came out of a magazine,” Jenna 
says. “Even though our house looked pretty, it didn’t feel like the 
inviting home I wanted it to be, so, over time, we gave away all 
the generic items we had accumulated from chain stores, and we 
started using unique items from various trips we went on. So now, 
rather than just being beautiful, it’s special because it’s filled with 
furniture we’ve built and decorated with our collection of memen-
tos that we will continue to add to every year.”

OWNERS, Simply Southern Home Décor

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
visit simplysouthernhomedecor.com. }

Everywhere you look in our  
home are pieces with memories 

attached to each one.
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